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As a Snowbird, yours truly enjoys living in a large city in Pennsylvania and equally 
enjoys living in Sarasota.  While in both places, I use and enjoy the computer. 
 
In my opinion (you knew it was coming), I believe that Sarasota equals or exceeds the 
computer opportunities that exist in Pittsburgh.  That being said, let me provide the basis 
for my opinion. 
 
Sarasota has one of the best PC Users Group (I feel) in the country.  The club is the 
Sarasota PC Users Group (SPCUG) and there is an abundance of people that contribute to 
the smooth operation of the club.  It has approximately 1200+ members and has grown 
over the years (more on that later). 
 
In addition to the SPCUG, we have in our own park the Micekteers.  We have the ability 
to walk out our door and in minutes be in the computer room attending informative 
meetings, classes or labs.  This is a great feature to have in Oakwood Manor. 
 
Just prior to preparing to issue this newsletter, I got the newsletter from the Sarasota PC 
Users Group and an article therein explained how the club started.  One person thought it 
would be a good idea to get PC users together to help each other.  In 1982, this person 
gathered 5 people at his house and the club was formed.  Today it has 1100+ members 
and is still going strong. 
 
At the Micekteer’s meeting on May 13, plans were made for a future topic 
”Micekteers….Where we’ve been…Where we’re going” .   
 
The next season when our “snowbirds”  return we intend to put the Micekteers in the 
“Spotlight” .  For new members we will explain how the club started small and has grown 
over the years.  We will also cover all the achievements made by the club.  Everyone 
enjoy the summer and next season, lets get computing. 
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Online  

Store & Share Office Documents Online 
by Alan Phelps 
 
The king of offline word processing—Microsoft Word—is slowly tiptoeing online.  
 
Microsoft’s new Office Live Workspace (in beta at press time) is clearly meant to keep Office in 
line with competition from the likes of Google, whose Google Docs provides a rather simple, but 
entirely network-centric online word processor, as well as the similar Zoho Writer. However, 
Office Live Workspace is no clone of Google or Zoho; in fact, it’s not really an online word 
processor at this point but more of an online file viewer.  
 
Still, the new service has its uses. While editing is not Office Live’s strong suit, the online 
workspaces make a good way for Office users to share documents, regardless of location and 
without the hassle of emailing files back and forth. It’s also an easy method of backing up files 
you’re currently working with and making sure the latest versions are available wherever you go.  

Go To Work  
 
To use Office Live Workspace, you’ll need a Windows Live account. This can be a Hotmail 
account, MSN Messenger ID, or other Microsoft login. Head to officelive.microsoft.com to sign up 
using one of these existing accounts or create a new Windows Live ID.  
 
Once you’ve signed in, you’re invited to get started by creating a new “workspace.” A workspace 
is an online collection of documents related to a particular project, akin to a folder. Office Live 
includes a range of sample workspaces that populate your online account with templates that can 
help you get started with different tasks. Choose one of these sample workspaces, and you’ll see 
the templates appear in the file list online.  

You won’t be able to do much with your new workspace files from the Office Live 
Workspace site. Open any document in the workspace, and at the top of the screen, you’ ll 
see a disclaimer stating that it is only a “preview” and that to edit it, you’ ll need to open it 
in the appropriate application.  
 
Office Live does include the basic ability to edit simple notes. That means you can start a 
new note to jot down ideas, lists, and the like from any Web browser. However, the 
online notes cannot be opened later from within Word. If you want to turn the note into a 
full-fledged document, you’ ll need to copy it and paste into a Word document.  
 
Office Live also lets you create simple lists online with rows and columns similar to 
mini-spreadsheets. Unlike notes, lists can be exported to a Microsoft Excel file to take 
advantage of more advanced functions.  
 

Integrate &  Share  
 
Office Live is far more useful if you download the add-in that links Office offline with 
Office Live online. Look for the link to download the add-in from within Office Live 



Workspace. Once installed, you’ ll find a new toolbar in Office applications. The add-in 
will let you open documents located in Office Live Workspace directly from Office 
applications. You will also be able to save documents from Office applications to your 
online Office Live Workspace. The add-in uses the standard Open and Save dialog boxes, 
making the process easy to follow with no learning curve.  
 
Once you save an Office document to an online workspace, you can share it with other 
users. Each document includes a Share button that leads to a simple form where you can 
enter the email addresses of those you want to invite to your Office fun. You can also 
specify whether someone is able to edit documents or only view them. Unlike Google 
Docs, multiple users cannot simultaneously edit the same document in Office Live. If you 
open one of the files in a workspace in your local copy of Word, everyone else will have 
to wait until you’re finished before they can open any file in that same workspace.  
 
Office Live also includes a link under the Share menu to launch SharedView beta, 
another add-in that allows you to share your screen online with up to 15 other people.  
 
In all, Office Live Workspace makes sense for users who already find themselves firing 
up Microsoft Word, Excel, or PowerPoint every day and for those who share a lot of their 
documents. It’s not much on its own, but it makes a good companion to the desktop 
Office suite.  

Reprinted with permission from Smart Computing 
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Mr. Modem's Desktop:  

Advice From The Curmudgeon’s Corner 
by Mr. Modem 
 
The results of Mr. Modem’s Annual Healthy Lifestyle survey are in, and it’s official: Googling is 
now the most frequent form of exercise engaged in by Internet users. Let’s have a Snickers to 
celebrate. Speaking of Googling—and they don’t call me the Prince of Segues for nothing—if 
you’re like most keyboard aerobics enthusiasts, you probably use Google by typing in a search 
term and clicking the Google Search button, right? Pulleeeze! That’s so 2007.  

Here’s a Googleicious trick that will astound and amaze your friends. Let’s say that you want to 
visit one of your favorite Web sites—oh, I don’t know, let’s use www.smartcomputing.com or 
www.mrmodem.com, to pick two at random. Instead of typing “smartcomputing” or “mrmodem” in 
your browser’s Address field and pressing CTRL-ENTER to fill in the rest of the URL, type either 
into Google and click the I’m Feeling Lucky button. (If you’re using the Google search box in IE7, 
click the black Down arrow to find this selection.) You’ll save yourself the exhausting task of 
pressing CTRL-ENTER and will be taken directly to the site.  
 
What better time to create a super-cool, customizable Desktop calendar than four months into 
the New Year? Rainlendar (tinyurl.com/yblefm) is a real page-turner as far as free calendars go. 
You can configure it to display multiple months, multiple calendars, maintain your to-do list, 



schedule reminders, pick up your dry cleaning, back it up, print it, search it, shred it, or sniff it. A 
paid version is available if free software offends you.  
 
Freerice.com is a word game with a benevolent twist: If you answer correctly, you generate 20 
grains of rice for the United Nations World Food Program. I did confirm, however, that an 
incorrect answer does not result in food being taken away from the hungry. Money generated by 
on-screen ads is used to buy the rice. This intriguing game generated more than 9 billion grains 
of rice in its first three months of operation. (1,200 grains, thanks to me, but I don’t like to brag.)  
 
FreeRice initially presents words at varying levels of difficulty. Based on your performance (or 
lack thereof), it assigns a starting level. When you answer incorrectly, you revert to an easier 
level. Loser. When you respond correctly three times in a row, you progress to a more difficult 
level, up to level 50. In the spirit of full disclosure, I couldn’t get beyond level 44. Oh, the shame!  
 
I received a message from a grieving reader, immobilized by the loss of an old DOS program he 
began using on his two-cycle, Briggs & Stratton PC in ’53. The company that produced the 
software went out of business when I was wearing love beads and singing “Kumbaya.” Ever the 
compassionate counselor, I advised him to stop whining and snap out of it. So what can we glean 
from this? Besides the fact that I have curmudgeonly tendencies, the lesson here is that with the 
possible exception of Twinkies, nothing lasts forever.  
 
In the late 1980s, I worked in the supercomputer laboratory of a major university that has 
requested anonymity in conjunction with its restraining order. While mopping and vacuuming 
each night, I developed a theory. The essence of my treatise, “The Inevitability of Software 
Obsolescence,” is that sooner or later, all software will cease to function.  
 
If you find yourself in a similar pickle, check if an upgrade or compatible version exists or try 
running the older software in compatibility mode, available in WinXP and Vista. To launch the 
Program Compatibility Wizard, click Start, Help And Support, Fixing A Problem, Application And 
Software Problems. Under Fix A Problem, select Getting Older Programs To Run On Windows 
XP and then click the Program Compatibility Wizard link. In Vista, right-click a program’s .EXE 
file, then select Properties and the Compatibility tab. You can run the program in WinXP 
compatibility mode or use the time warp option and go back as far as Windows 95.  
 
If all attempts fail, it may be the end of the line for the program. In that case, you have a choice: 
You can resist the new program, or you can accept the fact that the old program is gone and it’s 
time to welcome an alternative.  
 
Change is difficult for most of us, but change is part of computing and at the core of technological 
evolution. There comes a time when we have to let go of the past and embrace the future. As 
renowned philosopher Neil Sedaka once opined: “Breaking up is hard to do.” Amen, Brother Neil. 

 

Mr. Modem (Richard Sherman) is an author, syndicated columnist, radio host, and publisher. 
“Mr. Modem’s Weekly Newsletter” provides personal responses to subscribers’ computer and 
Internet questions, plus weekly computing tips, Web site recommendations, virus alerts, hoax 
warnings, and more. For additional information, visit www.MrModem.com. 

Reprinted with permission from Smart Computing 
 
 
 
 

 
 Micekteers $10 Dues are Year to Year 

If you have not paid your dues for this 
year, please make an effort to do so. 
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…. Many computer magazines have tips which can help with better computing.  Here 
are a few offered by Smart Computing: 

Megapixel Count:  Megapixels measure resolution, or how much detail your camera can 
capture. Each megapixel consists of 1 million pixels (the tiny colored dots that combine to make 
up a complete photo).  
 
To decide how many megapixels you need when buying a digital camera, consider what size 
photos you©d like to print. No more than 5MP are necessary to print 8- x 10-inch images. With a 
6MP camera, you can print quality 11- x 14-inch photos. An 8MP camera is capable of producing 
poster-sized prints. These are only guidelines, however, because your printer also plays a role in 
how well your photos turn out. Printers with a higher resolution (expressed in dpi, or dots per 
inch) will generally produce higher-quality prints than printers with a lower resolution.  
 
• Size It Up:  Finding a high-definition television set that works in your room is a crucial part of 
your purchase. A small room and a couch near the TV means you should invest in a fairly small 
HDTV; a larger space with plenty of seating for friends and family requires a bigger screen. Use 
the three-to-five rule to calculate your optimal screen size. Measure the distance, in feet, from 
your TV©s location to your viewing position. Multiply that number by three, and then by five. Those 
numbers represent the minimum and maximum screen sizes, measured in inches diagonally, for 
that space. For example, a 10-foot span from your TV to sofa will accommodate screens between 
30 and 50 inches. 
 
• Medusa Goes To The Salon:  The cords, cables, and wires behind an entertainment center 
can be tough to keep clean. Oftentimes, they©re tangled together and so close to the wall that the 
only the cat dares to venture back there. Prevention goes a long way here: Use cable ties, wraps, 
or guards to keep things organized and free of dust. When it comes time to clean, first unplug 
your TV and any other devices from the wall to avoid a shock. (This may cause some of your 
components to reboot, so it©s a good idea to jot down any special settings so you can reset them 
later.) Use a rag to remove as many dust bunnies as possible. Finally, use a vacuum with an 
extension hose to carefully sweep underneath and around the cables.  

 Micekteers Members – If you have any tips you would like to share, send them to me for 
inclusion in Cheezy Bytes.  In the Subject Block note “ Cheezy Bytes Tip”  
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Is your E-mail address correct? 
 

If you get a new E-mail address or change 
your E-mail address let the Micekteers 

know 
 

Send New or Changed E-mail addresses to 
Lois Charen  at: packerbaby@aol.com 
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From the AARP Bulletin (May 2008): The U.S. Postal Service has a Mail Back Program 
aimed at helping the recycling of  small electronic devices and inkjet printer cartridges 
through the mail.  The program includes items that weight less than a pound and fit into 
postage-paid Mail Back envelopes.  The free program is available at select post offices in 
California, northern Illinois, Virginia, Maryland and Washington, D.C.  Plans are to go 
national in September.    
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A recent article in the Sarasota Herald Tribune described a new website named 
Hulu.com. 
 
Hulu was founded in March 2007 by NBC Universal and News Corp and is an online 
video service that offers hit TV shows, movies and clips.  All for free — anytime in the 
U.S. 
 
Hulu brings together a large selection of videos from more than 50 content providers, 
including FOX, NBC Universal, MGM, Sony Pictures Television, Warner Bros. and 
more. Users can watch current primetime TV such as The Simpsons and The Office the 
morning after they air, classics like Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Married...with 
Children, movies like The Usual Suspects and The Big Lebowski, and clips from 
Saturday Night Live and more. 
 

� � Hulu gives users the ability to customize their viewing experience online. �
� � Hulu allows users to watch favorites or discover new shows anytime — at home 

or on the road.  
� � Hulu is easy to use and share. Simply go to www.hulu.com, and click on a video 

to watch right away.  
� � Hulu does not require a download of any software, users only need a computer 

and an Internet connection to enjoy. 


